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On 16th February 2023, the students of Batch 2022-24 of MBA- Agri Business attended a

webinar by Mr. Anujeet Varadkar on the topic "The Impact of Microfinance on Social

Capital and Community Development." He started the session by discussing the evolution

of Svatantra Microfin Pvt Ltd, led by Ms. Ananya Birla, who is passionate about bringing

positive change in the lives of the underprivileged by this organization which commenced its

operations on 1st March 2013 in Wada, Maharashtra, and currently, it operates in 19 states

with 812 operational branches and is serving over 20,45,539 active clients.

He continued the session by outlining the evolution of India's microfinance sector, from Sewa

Bank's first form of microfinance services in 1974 to regulatory standards established for the

microfinance sector in 2022. He focussed on how women are driving the microfinance credit

industry.

Furthermore,  he  added  that  the  entire  microfinance  business  model  is  rooted  in  social

collateral,  which aids the underprivileged in understanding the formal financial sector and

utilizing services like life insurance, medical claim, house insurance, and telemedicine. He

also  explained  that  the  microfinance  sector employs the  next  generation  of  microfinance

clients. The webinar concluded with a brief question-and-answer session.

Key learnings:    

The session was insightful and helpful in developing a perspective on the microfinance sector

of India.

-Parv Pandya, MBA-AB, Batch 2022-24

The session helped us understand the importance of microfinance services and the potential

changes that can be done to improve the sector in India.

-Gaurang Singh Rathore, MBA-AB, Batch 2022-24
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