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On 17th April 2026, the Symbiosis Institute of International Business (SIIB), Pune, signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Federation of Indian Export Organisations
(FIEO), marking a significant milestone in strengthening industry–academia collaboration
and enhancing opportunities for experiential learning.

The partnership formalises a collaborative framework between SIIB and FIEO, with the
objective of providing students with greater exposure to the dynamic field of
international business and global trade. Through this association, students will benefit
from industry interactions, practical insights, and opportunities to engage with real-world
business practices, complementing their academic learning with valuable professional
perspectives.

The MoU is expected to facilitate knowledge exchange, industry engagement, and
collaborative initiatives that will enrich the learning experience and prepare students to
meet the evolving demands of the global business environment. By connecting classroom
learning with industry expertise, the partnership will enable students to develop a deeper
understanding of international trade and export management.

This collaboration reflects SIIB's continued commitment to fostering meaningful
partnerships with leading industry bodies and creating an ecosystem that bridges the gap
between academia and practice. The institute remains dedicated to equipping its
students with the knowledge, skills, and exposure required to excel as future business
leaders in an increasingly interconnected global economy.

SIIB-FIEO (MoU)
April

17th, 2026



On 28th May 2026, Prof. (Dr.) Alka Maurya, Director, SIIB, along with Dr Dhananjay
Gaikwad, Faculty, Agri-Business & Dr Anudeep, Faculty, International Business, attended
the HR Leaders Meet 2026, organised by the Indo-German Chamber of Commerce (IGCC)
at the Sheraton Grand, Pune. The event was centred around the theme, "Future-Ready
Organisations: Leadership, Intelligence & Global Collaboration."

The HR leaders meet brought together an esteemed gathering of CHROs, HR Heads, CEOs,
CXOs, and industry leaders from diverse sectors to deliberate on the changing landscape
of work and the future of organisational leadership. Through insightful keynote addresses
and panel discussions, the event explored strategies for building future-ready
organisations by strengthening leadership capabilities, leveraging artificial intelligence,
and fostering meaningful global collaboration.

A key focus of the discussions was the evolving role of Human Resources in driving
organisational transformation, cultivating agile and inclusive workplaces, and enabling
effective collaboration between human intelligence and AI. The sessions also highlighted
the importance of developing resilient leadership and equipping organisations to navigate
the opportunities and challenges of an increasingly dynamic global business
environment.

The event concluded with an engaging networking session, providing participants with
valuable opportunities to interact with industry leaders, exchange perspectives, and build
meaningful professional connections. SIIB's participation in the HR Leaders Meet 2026
reflects the institute's continued commitment to strengthening industry engagement and
staying at the forefront of emerging trends in leadership, human resource management,
and global business practices.

HR LEADERS MEET 2026
May

28th, 2026



In celebration of World Environment Day 2026, SIIB organised a week-long series of
activities from 29th May to 05th June 2026, aligning with the vision of Mission LiFE
(Lifestyle for Environment) to encourage environmental responsibility and sustainable
living.

The initiative commenced with a Virtual Awareness Campaign (29–30 May), aimed at
spreading awareness about environmental conservation. On 1st June, an Online Quiz was
conducted for the MBA Batch 2025–27, testing participants' knowledge of environmental
issues and sustainability. 

The celebrations continued with active student engagement from the incoming MBA
Batch 2026–28. On 2nd June, students participated in a Tree Plantation Drive, reinforcing
the importance of environmental stewardship through collective action. A Debate
Competition on 3rd June, themed "Environmental Protection: Physical Efforts vs AI,"
encouraged participants to critically examine the evolving role of technology in
addressing environmental challenges.

Creativity and innovation took centre stage on 4th June with a Reel-Making Competition
on environmental initiatives and a Role Play Competition, where students showcased
practical solutions and perspectives on sustainability. The week concluded on 5th June
with a Canva Poster Competition on the theme of Saving the Planet, inspiring participants
to communicate powerful environmental messages through visual storytelling. 

Through this week-long celebration, SIIB reaffirmed its commitment to fostering
environmental consciousness, responsible citizenship, and collective action. The initiative
provided students with meaningful opportunities to learn, engage, and contribute
towards building a more sustainable future.

World Environment Day 2026 - Celebrations
May 29th to 

June 5th, 2026



Feather in
The Cap

 India Leader - GTM at
Prompeteer.ai.

Mr. Manoj Balachandran

We proudly extend our congratulations to Mr
Manoj Balachandran, a distinguished alumnus
of the Symbiosis Institute of International
Business (SIIB), MBA - IB, Batch of 1999-2001,
on his recent appointment as India Leader -
GTM at Prompeteer.ai.  In 

With an illustrious career spanning more than
28 years, he brings deep expertise in Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR), strategic planning,
program management, data centre operations,
and business process design.

He has led cross-functional teams, driven
organisational transformation, and led
innovation and automation initiatives. He has
also played a pivotal role in HR and
administrative policy formulation, mergers and
acquisitions integration, and fostering
inclusive workplaces through D&I initiatives
and employee engagement programs. 

His professional journey reflects a unique blend of technology leadership and social
impact , having led large-scale initiatives in CSR program implementation,
stakeholder engagement, compliance, and governance across diverse, multi-cultural
environments. His ability to design and execute end-to-end programs, from planning
and budgeting to delivery and quality management, has consistently driven
measurable impact in both corporate and development sectors.

In his new role at Prompeteer.ai,  Mr Manoj aims to make AI more accessible,
practical ,  and impactful ,  empowering organisations to move from experimentation to
scalable outcomes through intelligent prompt solutions. We are immensely proud of
his achievements and wish him continued success as he embarks on this exciting new
chapter, further strengthening the legacy of excellence associated with the SIIB
alumni community.



E-Cell 
Column

The "Service Desk" era of Indian technology is undergoing a fundamental evolution. For decades, Indian

tech talent was viewed merely as the world's back-office hired by global giants to maintain codebases

and execute IT operations. Today, the script has been flipped. We are witnessing the birth of the "Deep-

Tech Pioneer," where Indian startup founders are no longer just writing software; they are building,

patenting, and scaling frontier technologies in aerospace, advanced robotics, and semiconductor design.

This shift is powered by a move from "virtual" to "visceral." While the last wave of SaaS and consumer

tech focused on digital workflows, deep-tech startups are engineering high-barrier-to-entry physical

solutions. From 3D-printed rocket engines by Agnikul Cosmos to five-axis CNC machines by Ethereal

Machines, Indian ventures are building their own hardware. The business model has shifted from

"Software-as-a-Service" (SaaS) to "Hardware-as-a-Service" (HaaS). Because these founders leverage

institutional incubators and academic research, their R&D and prototyping costs are significantly lower

than traditional legacy manufacturers.

The ripple effect of this revolution is felt across India's academic and tier-2 corridors. Specialized

incubators at IITs and global platforms like the "Bharat Innovates" initiative are proving that deep tech is

not confined to Silicon Valley. This has paved the way for a new infrastructure of "Co-manufacturing

Platforms" and government backing—such as the dedicated Deep Tech Startup Fund of Funds—which

handle the capital-heavy side of scale, enabling young innovators to focus on IP creation and high-

precision prototyping.

However, the transition from "academic prototype" to "market-ready product" isn't without its hurdles.

These new engineering founders are quickly learning that while a successful lab trial can secure a patent,

only "yield optimization," "regulatory compliance," and "long-term capital efficiency" can sustain a

hardware empire. As we move forward, the most successful startups won't just be the ones with the most

advanced algorithms, but the ones that can bridge the gap between heavy machinery and deep science.

The era of pure-play software dominance is giving way; the era of the Deep-Tech Pioneer has officially

begun.

From Pixels to Propulsion:
The Rise of India's Deep-Tech Pioneer



chievementsFaculty Achievements

SIIB, Pune, proudly congratulates Dr. CA Madhura Ranade, Faculty of
Finance, SIIB, along with her PhD scholar, Kimaya Nahar, on the successful
publication of their research paper titled “Deciphering Pico-Solar Product
Adoption: A Random Forest Approach.”

Published in the Indian Journal of Marketing, the study explores the factors
influencing the adoption of pico-solar products using advanced analytical
techniques, offering valuable insights into sustainable energy adoption and
consumer behavior.

The journal is indexed in Scopus and ranked in ABDC, reflecting strong
academic credibility and contributing meaningfully to research in
marketing and sustainability.

ACHIEVEMENTS
FACULTY
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SIIB proudly congratulates Dr. Pooja Choudhary, Teaching Associate, on
the successful publication of her book chapter in IGI Global Scientific
Publishing.

Her work, titled “From Scroll to School: The Dual Influence of Social Media
and AI on Gen Alpha (iPad Generation) Learning Journey”, explores the
evolving impact of digital platforms and artificial intelligence on the
learning experiences of the next generation.

Indexed in Scopus, this publication reflects a valuable academic
contribution to the fields of education, technology, and contemporary
learning behaviour.

ACHIEVEMENTS
FACULTY
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SIIB, Pune, proudly congratulates Dr. Ganesh Valiachi, Assistant Professor,
SIIB, on the publication of his insightful article titled “India’s outreach to
Angola will contain energy risk.”

Published in The Hindu Business Line, the article examines how India’s
engagement with Angola can help diversify its energy imports, reduce
overdependence on traditional suppliers, and strengthen resilience against
geopolitical and supply chain disruptions. It further highlights the strategic
importance of expanding India’s presence in African energy markets to
ensure long-term energy security.

The publication reflects strong domain expertise and contributes
meaningfully to the discourse on global energy strategy, trade linkages,
and risk management.

ACHIEVEMENTS
FACULTY



chievementsFaculty Achievements

SIIB, Pune proudly congratulates Dr. Pooja Choudhary on successfully
defending her PhD thesis, marking a significant academic milestone.

Her dedication, perseverance, and commitment to academic excellence
continue to inspire the entire SIIB community.

Wishing her continued success in all her future endeavors.

ACHIEVEMENTS
FACULTY



chievementsAcademic Achievements

SIIB, Pune is proud to announce that students from the MBA batch of
2025–27  have been recognised for their exemplary performance and
dedication to excellence. This milestone recognises the students who have
demonstrated outstanding academic excellence and a dedicated
commitment to their respective fields throughout the year.

Heartiest congratulations to:

MBA (International Business)
Princy Aggarwal – 1st Rank
Bogala Lakshmi Chaitanya Reddy – 2nd Rank
Aditi Patar – 3rd Rank

SIIB applauds their achievement and wishes them the very best for their
academic and professional journey ahead.

ACHIEVEMENTS
ACADEMIC
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SIIB, Pune, is proud to announce that students from the MBA batch of
2025–27 have been recognised for their exemplary performance and
dedication to excellence. This milestone recognises the students who have
demonstrated outstanding academic excellence and a dedicated
commitment to their respective fields throughout the year.

Heartiest congratulations to:

MBA (Agri Business)
Anbarasi J – 1st Rank
Abishek K B – 2nd Rank
Rahate Satyam Hemraj – 3rd Rank

SIIB applauds their achievement and wishes them the very best for their
academic and professional journey ahead.

ACHIEVEMENTS
ACADEMIC



chievementsAcademic Achievements
SIIB, Pune, is proud to announce that students from the MBA batch of
2025–27 have been recognised for their exemplary performance and
dedication to excellence. This milestone recognises the students who have
demonstrated outstanding academic excellence and a dedicated
commitment to their respective fields throughout the year.

Heartiest congratulations to:

MBA (Sustainability Management)
Nikam Tejanshu Ravindra – 1st Rank
Mishita Shukla – 2nd Rank
Simran Singh– 3rd Rank

SIIB applauds their achievement and wishes them the very best for their
academic and professional journey ahead.

ACHIEVEMENTS
ACADEMIC



chievementsAcademic Achievements

SIIB, Pune, is proud to announce the Specialisation Rankings for the MBA
Batch of 2024-26. This milestone recognises the students who have
demonstrated outstanding academic excellence and a dedicated
commitment to their respective fields throughout Semester IV.

Heartiest congratulations to:

MBA-IB (Finance)
Krishnapriya Rammohan – 1st Rank
Gagan Hegde – 2nd Rank
Drashti Priteshbhai Brahmbhatt – 3rd Rank

We commend their efforts and wish them continued success in all their
future endeavours.

ACHIEVEMENTS
ACADEMIC



chievementsAcademic Achievements

SIIB, Pune, is proud to announce the Specialisation Rankings for the MBA
Batch of 2024-26. This milestone recognises the students who have
demonstrated outstanding academic excellence and a dedicated
commitment to their respective fields throughout Semester IV.

Heartiest congratulations to:

MBA-IB (SCM)
Patoliya Kaushik Shambhubhai – 1st Rank
Aabhas Agrawa – 2nd Rank
Rishika Pal – 3rd Rank

We commend their efforts and wish them continued success in all their
future endeavours.

ACHIEVEMENTS
ACADEMIC



chievementsAcademic Achievements

SIIB, Pune, is proud to announce the Specialisation Rankings for the MBA
Batch of 2024-26. This milestone recognises the students who have
demonstrated outstanding academic excellence and a dedicated
commitment to their respective fields throughout Semester IV.

Heartiest congratulations to:

MBA-IB (Marketing)
Timane Sanket Pranjanrao – 1st Rank
Itishri Aggarwal – 2nd Rank
Nishtha – 3rd Rank

We commend their efforts and wish them continued success in all their
future endeavours.

ACHIEVEMENTS
ACADEMIC



chievementsAcademic Achievements

SIIB, Pune, is proud to announce the Specialisation Rankings for the MBA
Batch of 2024-26. This milestone recognises the students who have
demonstrated outstanding academic excellence and a dedicated
commitment to their respective fields throughout Semester IV.

Heartiest congratulations to:

MBA-IB (HR)
Saumyashree – 1st Rank
Devanshi Agarwal – 2nd Rank
Choudhary Chaitanya Prakash – 3rd Rank

We commend their efforts and wish them continued success in all their
future endeavours.

ACHIEVEMENTS
ACADEMIC



chievementsAcademic Achievements

SIIB, Pune, is proud to announce the Specialisation Rankings for the MBA
Batch of 2024-26. This milestone recognises the students who have
demonstrated outstanding academic excellence and a dedicated
commitment to their respective fields throughout Semester IV.

Heartiest congratulations to:

MBA (Agri Business)
S Pradeepthi – 1st Rank
Santosh Kumar M – 2nd Rank
Pradhan Uddhav Abhay – 3rd Rank

We commend their efforts and wish them continued success in all their
future endeavours.

ACHIEVEMENTS
ACADEMIC



chievementsAcademic Achievements

SIIB, Pune, is proud to announce the Specialisation Rankings for the MBA
Batch of 2024-26. This milestone recognises the students who have
demonstrated outstanding academic excellence and a dedicated
commitment to their respective fields throughout Semester IV.

Heartiest congratulations to:

MBA (Energy & Environment)
Sushanth S K – 1st Rank
Anisha Anand Sangamnerkar – 2nd Rank
Ranadip Roy – 3rd Rank

We commend their efforts and wish them continued success in all their
future endeavours.

ACHIEVEMENTS
ACADEMIC
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https://blog.siib.ac.in/
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uteOfInternationalBusiness/

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/
50754/

Get in touch with
your alma mater

Get in touch with your
alma mater

https://x.com/SIIBTweets

Follow us on
Instagram

https://www.instagram.com/siib.pune/

https://www.siib.ac.in/

SIIB Linkedin Page

https://www.linkedin.com/school/symbio
sis-institute-of-international-
business/mycompany/

https://youtube.com/@OfficialSIIB?
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SIIB Youtube
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